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3.B.

4. A.

4. B.

5.A.

5.B.

Re-write the sentence without the nominalization and without violating any of the
principles of good legal writing.

Find an example from your summary of a sentence that contain too many words.

Re-write the sentence eliminating the excess words, and be sure the sentence does not
violate any principles of good legal writing.

Find an example from your summary of an abstract word. It may be a term that is not
as specific as it could be. Please highlight the term.

Re-write the sentence using a term that is more concrete. Do not violate the other
principles of good legal writing.

-75-



Assignment #2 Name:
University of San Diego, Paralegal Program Sec. A/B Row Seat

Legal Encyclopedia

Directions: Please identify the most relevant encyclopedia section(s) that relate to the following
questions. If there are more topics and sections that apply, list them.

Example:

Our client would like to know if there exists any basis to hold a parent civilly liable for the
intentional acts of a minor child.

Answer:

Vol.59 AmlJur2d Topic: Parent & Child  Section: 123 Page: 159  Date: 1987

American Jurisprudence 2d (2™ Floor)

1.

Our client is Peter Peterson, a photographer. Much of Peter’s work has appeared in tabloid
publications: A few weeks ago, Peter saw Debbie Moore, a famous movie actress. He saw
Debbie as she was leaving a hair salon. Peter quickly flashed a photo of Debbie. Now Debbie
has brought an action against Peter for merely taking her unauthorized photograph. Debbie
believes this is an invasion of her privacy.

Vol. Am. Jur.2d  Topic: Section: Page: _ Date:

Our client is Western Data Inc. The company has a policy of giving its employees breaks during
the day. However, it allows female employees 2 fifteen minute breaks per day, while only
allowing male employees 1 fifteen minute break. The company wants to know whether this
practice constitutes discrimination.

Vol. Am. Jur.2d  Topic: Section: _Page:  Date:

Corpus Juris Secundum (2™ Floor)

3. Our client is Betty Forde. Betty is 100 years old. In fact, no one really knows her age for sure.

Betty’s grandson, Walter has been trying to have himself appointed as Betty’s guardian. He also
tried to have himself appointed as a conservator. Betty feels that she can manage her financial
affairs just fine. She would like to know whether her old age alone can be a basis for having
someone appointed as her guardian or conservator.

Vol. Am. Jur.2d  Topic: Section: Page:  Date:
Our client is Gomer Pyle. Gomer recently enlisted in the U.S. Marines. When he enlisted, the
Marines gave him regulations concerning his hair grooming. He noted that the regulations allow

female personnel considerably longer hair than males. Is the regulation valid?

Vol. Am. Jur.2d  Topic: Section; Page: __ Date:
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Witkin & Epstein, California Criminal Law 3d (Reserve Room)

5.

Our client is Monica Lewis. Recently Monica discovered that her best friend, Linda Troop, had
been tape-recording their conversation while they lunched at restaurants. Linda claims that her

taping was legal, even under the Penal Code, because the tapes were made in public. Is she
correct?

Vol. Cal. Crim Law Topic: Section: Page: _ Date:
Case:

Witkin, California Evidence 4" (Reserve Room)

6. Our client is Monica Lewis. The DA has charged Monica with perjury. In her criminal trial, the

DA plans to call Monica’s live-in boyfriend, Otis. Otis claims he can’t be compelled to testify

because he’s just like Monica’s spouse and therefore is protected by the spousal privilege. Is he
correct?

Vol. Cal. Evidence Topic: Section: Page: _ Date:
Case:

Witkin, California Procedure 4™ (Reserve Room)

7. Our client is Paula Paralegal, who recently completed paralegal training, One of Paula’s friends

asked her to help evict a tenant. Paula agreed to draft an eviction notice for the landlord and
explained to the landlord the procedures for evicting a tenant. “I learned all this in my Real
Estate class.” When Panla went to Superior Court to watch the landlord appear before a judge on
the lawful detainer matter, the Judge asked if Paula had prepared the notice and the complaint,

She replied that she had. The Judge the charged Paula with “unauthorized practice of law.” Has
Paula violated the law?

Vol Cal. Procedure Topic: Section: Page:  Date:

—_—

California Jurispundence 3d (California Room, 1* floor)

8.

Our client is Carol Brent. Carol is a paralegal student and was running late for her morning legal
research class. She knew how much her instructor disliked late arrivals. So she dashed to the
elevator in her building. She noted that the doors were open, 5o she went flying into the elevator,
Unfortunately, the doors were open, but the elevator car was not there and Carol fell down the
elevator shaft. Can she bring an action against her landlord or elevator manufacturer for

negligence?

Vol. Cal. Jur, 3d Topic: Section: _ Page:  Date:

Our client is Floyd’s Barber Shop. While giving his favorite client, Vincent, a haircut, Floyd
accidentally cut off Vincent’s ear. Can Floyd be sied for negligence?

Vol. Cal. Jur. 3d Topic: Section: Page:  Date:
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Assignment #3 Name:
University of San Diego, Paralegal Program Sec. A/B Seat

American Law Reports & ILegal Periodicals

Directions: Your attorney has asked you to research the following questions. You will use American
Law Reports and Legal Periodicals.

American Law Reports. For the following questions, use American Law Reports. To find relevant
annotations, use the ALR Index (covering ALR 2d, 3d, 4" sh » ALR Fed and L. Ed.), the ALR Digests,
and the Index for Lawyers Edition. If more that one annotation (or a part thereof) applies to a problem,
please identify those that most specifically apply. Be certain to check supplements.

Ex. A mother would like to know whether she is responsible for the intentional misconduct of
her minor child.

Vol: 54 ALR: 3d Page: 974 Relevant Sec: 12
Title: Parents Liability for the Intentional Misconduct of 2 Minor Child
Author: Wade Habeeb Date: (1914)

A. We represent Smith College, a private school. While playing baseball on a college baseball
playing field, Tom ran into a flagpole (located in the middle of the field). Please find an
annotation that deals with the college’s liability for baseball injuries.

Vol: ALR: Page: Relevant Sec:
Title:
Author; Date:

B. Mike and Karen, an unmarried couple, live in the City of San Diego. The City has an ordinance
that restricts unmarried persons from living together. What annotation deals with this matter?

Vol ALR: Page: Relevant Sec:
Title:
Aauthor: Date:

C. During a high school play, a student accidentally fired a gun that was supposed to be unloaded.
The school board has asked us to research the issue of negligent supervision.

Vol ATR: Page: Relevant Sec:
Title:
Author: Date
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ALR

D. Our client has been harassed by someone who smokes and follows our client and blows smoke
(from cigarettes) in her face. Can she bring an action against for battery?

Vol: ALR: Page: Relevant Sec:
Title:
Author: Date

E. Ateacher at a local public school gives his students a moment of silence before each test. “They
need all the prayers they can get,” he told his students. Please find 2 U.S, Supreme Court case
and annotation dealing with moments of silence in schools and prayer in school?

Vol ALR: FED Page:
Title:

Author: Date
Key Case:

F. Using the ALR Table of Rules & Regulations (contained in the last volume of the ALR Index),
please identify the very latest ALR Fed volume that discusses Title 42 U.S.C.A. § 1983,

Vol: ALR: Page: Relevant Sec:
Title:
Author: Date

G. The local police have amrested a client of ours for burning the American flag at a political rally.
Please find the U.S. Supreme Court case and annotation in Lawyer's Edition that deals with the
burning of the American flag. (Use ALR Index or L. Ed. Index)

Vol: L. Ed. 24: Page:
Title:

Author:

Key Case:

H. Our client was recently videotaped while she was in a hospital room during a recent illness. She
wants to find out whether she has a claim for invasion of privacy. Please see what you can find
in each of the following tools. The ALR Digest should be the most helpful.

1. Am. Jur. Vol: Am, Jur.2d: Page:
2, ALR. Vol: ALR: Page:
3. Am. Jur. Proof of Facts Vol: Am. Jur, Proof of Facts Page

(Note that there are multiple answers for each of the above.
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Legal Periodicals

For the following questions, please find relevant articles in various legal publications. To find articles,
first consider using LegalTrac, then the Current Law Index, and then the Index to legal Periodicals. You
may also find the Current Index to Legal Periodicals helpful, too. If available, consider also running a
search on Lexis.

A. The District Attorney has asked you to research whether charges may be brought against an adult
child for failure to support a parent. The parent, a father, in now in his late eighties and has
Alzheimer’s. His son, a2 prominent real state developer, refuses to pay for his father’s care in a
nursing home. The DA would you to find at Jeast one article dealing with the issue of an adult

child’s duty to support a parent. Please note that you should find the article and cite any key
language that answers this question.

Author:

Title of Article:

Volume Number:

Name of Publication:

Page Number: (First, and page number(s) where key language appears):
Date of Publication:

Key Language:

B. Our client was denied a promotion at work because he is obese. His obesity has nothing to do
with his job performance, which is outstanding. His boss simply didn’t want to promote him
because he’s “too fat.” Because our firm has not handled a discrimination case of this sort before,
we would like to find an article that discusses whether one’s “weight” alone can be the basis for
the job promotion or hiring. As above, please find some key language in the article that discusses
this issue.

Author:

Title of Article:

Volume Number:

Name of Publication:

Page Number: (First and page number(s) where key language appears):
Date of Publication:

Key Language:
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Assignment #4 Name:
University of San Diego, Paralegal Program Sec. A/B Seat
Citation Form Date:

The Cite is Probably Not Right

Directions: Assume you have received a document containing the following citations below. Each cite
is incorrect. Your task is to re-write the cite correctly. Remove extraneous information. The phrase
before the citation tells you what the source the author is trying to cite. Your final cites must be typed
(not handwritten). Your citations must conform to the ALWD Citation Manual, or, if you choose, the
Uniform System of Citation (Bluebook). For a bonus point, try citing the material according to: 1) the
ALWD Citation Manual; 2) the Uniform Systemn of Citation; and 3) the California Style Manual 4"
Edition). All of these books are in the Reserve Room.

1. California Supreme Court Case. Jones v. Smith, 210 Pac. Reporter 2d 789, 89 California
Supreme Court Reports 3d 670, and 271 CR pg. 589 (June 2000)

2. California Court of Appeal, with pinpoint cites. Jones v. Smith. 271 California Reporter pg.
210 specifically 213, and 168 California Appellate Court Reports, Second Series, 569,
specifically page 572 (1989)

3. U.S. Supreme Court. Jones v. Smith, V. 110 United States Supreme Court Reports, pg. 590
(Unanimous decision 1990)

4. U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for Circuit 9. Jones v. Smith (1990) 910 Fed. Rptr. 2d 450
(Ninth Circuit 1990)

5. U.S. District Court. Jones v. Smith (S.D. Ct. Cal. 1990) 890 Fed. Supp. 450

6. California Statutes. CALIFORNIA PENAL CODE SECTION 422.6 (West Publishing 1989
& also Supplement 2000) (California Hate Crimes Statute) .

7. Federal Statute. Title 20, Section 1681, United States Code Annotated (1987) (West Pub)
Secondary Sources

8. American Jurisprudence. Vol. 59 American Jur, Second, Parent & Child, section 123, at page
129 (1987)

9. American Law Reports. Wade R. Habeeb, Author, Lawyer’s Co-op staff, Annot.,
PARENT’S LIABILITY FOR INJURY OR DAMAGE INTENTIONALLY INFLECTED
BY MINOR CHILD, v, 54 ALR3d, pg. 974, (published 1973).

10. (Law Review Reports) “ Surviving Legal Citation Form,” 55 Harvard Law Review 66, 89, by
your name, (date of publication 2000) (student written work)
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Assignment #5 Name:
University of San Diego, Paralegal Program Sec. A/B Seat

West’s Digests

For the following questions, you will be using the West’s Dj gests. You will identify the most relevant
Digest Topic and Key Number that applies to your problem. You may indicate more than just one Topic
and Key Number. The directions may also request a “representative” case that discusses the issue raised
by your Topic and Key Number.

Example:

A parent would like to know if she must pay damages for her son’s vandalism at school.

Topic: Parent & Child Key Number 13 (1)
Key Number Meaning: Parental Liability for the act of torts of the child
Xey case: Robertson v. Wentz

1. Federal Practice Digest (3" or 4 Series)

Our client is Mary Monarch. Mary has her own Web Site (MaryMonarch.Com). She recently
reviewed a book by Jackie Collins. In her review, Mary excerpted an entire chapter of the book
and placed it on her Web Site. Jackie contends that publishing her 30-page chapter constitutes
copyright infringement. Is she correct?

Topic: Key Number:
Meaning;
Key Case:

2. California State Digest (2d)

Our client is a famous movie actress. Recently she discovered that her photo was being used
without her permission to advertise dog food. While she loves dogs, she does not endorse this
particular dog food. She wants to know whether she can bring an action for invasion of privacy
against the dog food company.

Topic: Key Number:
Meaning:
Key Case:

3. Pacific Digest (3™ or 4® Series)
Our client is a major league baseball player who was recently attacked by a crazed fan. It turns
out that the fan had been seeing a psychologist and told the psychologist of his (the fan’s) to
attack this baseball player. The psychologist did nothing. The player would like to know

whether he can bring an action against the psychologist for failing to warn him of the foreseeable
attack.

Topic: Key Number:
Meaning:
Key Case:
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4. Supreme Court Digest

Our client is Lisa Simpson. Lisa is the editor of the student paper at her high school. Lisa wanted
10 print controversial story in the school newspaper about violence in teen relationships. The
principal of the school censored the article, saying the article would be inappropriate to high
school students. Lisa wants to know whether she can sue for violation of First Amendment

rights, even though the school paper is sponsored by the schoo] district and not an underground
student paper.

Topic: Key Number:
Meaning:
Case

5. Decennial Digest, or the Northwestern Digests

Our client was having dinner in a restaurant, located in Davenport, Iowa. While eating her apple
pie, a camera crew from a local T.V. news crew came and began filming her as she ate her apple
pie. The filming was done as part of a news story on weight control. Our client was horrified and
wants to bring an action under Iowa law for invasion of privacy.

Topic: Key Number:

Meaning;
Best Case
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