TELECOMMUNICATIONS   LAW    FALL  2009
MODULE SIGN-UP SHEET 

INSTRUCTIONS: These are the group assignments for each module.   Students will be assigned to work in groups comprised of students from their home institution. 

I. MODULE 1: OVERVIEW OF TECHNOLOGY  
 
This module will focus on an overview of technology and how it is regulated. Students will select any technology or application and write a short paper describing the next killer application.   Students will then review the role of government as stakeholder and regulator of technology, focusing on the Federal Communication Commission, the Federal Trade Commission, and the Department of Justice. 


 Students will work in a small group to identify the next killer application, and will select a technology and write a 3-page paper describing the technology, how it functions or its application, and your views on the commercial viability of the technology, including the pros and cons. 
Everyone will do participate in this exercise and draft a 3-page technology paper.

Written Assignments

1) Technology Paper 



You will be required to write a 3-page paper (including footnotes) on some new technology, e.g. fiber optics, wireless services, PCS; or application, e.g., voice, data, or video. You may select a topic by surfing the Internet, researching the infobase, and/or reading trade publications such as BROADCASTING AND CABLE, COMPUTER WORLD. Search the Internet, talk to the professor, who has files on a variety of topics, and/or check with the library for periodicals. The paper should include endnotes that comply with bluebook formats.


The outline for the paper should include a description of the technology or application; what services or applications it enables; and your views on the marketability of that service for consumer and/or business users. Make sure you refer to the following tips on writing papers and follow bluebook citation forms


1. Topic Due  9/21/09



2. Technology Paper  Due (3 pages with Footnotes  9/28/09) 

 II. MODULE 2: REGULATION OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS  
 

 This module will focus on how telecommunications is regulated focusing on two case studies. The first case study will focus on the transition rules for converting TV from analog to digital.  The second case study will focus on the  role of the FCC in regulating content and indecent speech. This will be a practice session designed to familiarize students with working in small groups. Students will be divided into groups representing broadcasters and the  ACLU and asked to draft a company policy for broadcasters on how to conduct live broadcasts. The third case study will focus on reconciling privacy interests and Fourth Amendment requirements when the government seeks to conduct warrantless searches on conversations over  VoIP or access cellphone tracking information.  Students will be divided into groups to identify and justify the top three priorities for Department of Justice Guidelines on obtaining subpoenas for cellphone tracking information to satisfy  due process requirement for the government to obtain cellphone tracking information.  Students will prepare a group CPS Worksheet. 
III.  MODULE 3: CURRENT ISSUES IN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY     (10/19/09, 10/21/09, 10/26/09)

Music  piracy has become a major problem for record companies and copyright holders generally. Legislation has been passed to address the problem, but enforcement has proven difficult and has antagonized consumers, many of whom believe that activities on the Internet should be free.  Many of the violators are teenagers or young adults.  There is currently technology that allows content providers to embed viruses and other disabling devices when someone tries to illegally download music or video. The players include Consumers, Copyright holders represented by the RIAA, and  Equipment Manufacturers  who are under pressure to install technical solutions that limit or prohibit copying, but are concerned about the cost and backlash from consumers.  You are going to be asked to advise ISPs on what measures should be in place to minimize their liability for illegal downloads and filesharing.     Students will draft a 1-page Assessment Report on  the effectiveness of current self-help actions.
IV. MODULE 4: COMPUTER FRAUD, HACKING, AND SOFTWARE LICENSING

This module will  focus on use of technology for surveillance and spying, and  computer fraud.   
Part 1: Government Toll Fraud  (10/28/09)


Negotiate resolution of a customer bill and renewal of a contract following a dispute between the government and telecommunication provider following  unauthorized toll calls made by a disgruntled employee who hacked into the government telephone network.   This will be done by a round robin, meaning that everyone will participate to practice the art of negotiation. 
Part 2: Computer Fraud, Terrorism and Privacy (11/2/09, 11/4/09, 11/9/09, 11/11/09) 

This case study will focus on computer fraud and hacking,  and the use of technology to conduct surveillance. Student groups will engage in negotiating resolution of these issues.
Part 3: SOFTWARE LICENSING  

Negotiate a licensing agreement between the Government, the University and  Harry related to the TAISP program.  
2) Scholarly Writing Paper (25 pages with Footnotes)

 INSTRUCTIONS FOR WRITING A SCHOLARLY PAPER 


Students are to write a scholarly writing or long paper that is due on  December 14, 2009.   The paper will be 25 pages in length, including footnotes or endnotes.   If you are seeking scholarly writing credit, please indicate on the front of your paper. The paper shall be worth 50 points of your final grade.  A bibliography It is expected that the paper will be substantive in nature, reflecting substantial legal research and a critical assessment of some issue.

TOPIC


The paper is to be written on a current legal issue in telecommunications law. The topic can be on any issue that has legal implications, and about which you are to make a critical assessment. Prior approval of your topic is required. The topic will be the title of your paper. Please submit topics via E-mail by October 14, 2009, the outline will be due on October 28th, the introduction will be due on November 17th and the final paper will be due December 14th.  

Your outline will become your table of contents in abbreviated form and your roadmap for writing your paper. Your outline should include an 1) Introduction, 2) Background of the issue, 3) Arguments, justification, thesis, and/or discussion of the issues, and 4) Recommendations or conclusions. Use the above as a guide, but modify as needed to allow the reader to understand where you are going. Each section of your outline should become a subheading in your paper. Hence, include a Table of Contents and subheadings in your paper. Include footnotes and a bibliography in your paper. Papers should be submitted in hard copy and on disk. 

FOOTNOTES/ENDNOTES 


You should include footnotes or endnotes in your paper to substantiate your arguments and statements. Err on the side of using more than less footnotes. This precludes any possibility of plagiarism or lifting of ideas attributed to another. A footnote may be sighted within a sentence or at the end of a sentence. Do not use one footnote to attribute source in a paragraph where you may have multiple ideas. Conform footnotes to Blue Book style, including author, title, citation, date, and page number.

BIBLIOGRAPHY


Include a Bibliography at the end of all written assignments. The Bibliography shall be divided into the type of sources you used, e.g. treatises, cases, WWW sites, periodicals, interviews.

DUE DATES:   
a. SW Topic Due   10/14/09



b. SW Outline Due  10/28/09



c. Intro Due  11/17/09



d. SW Paper due 12/14/09

TIPS ON WRITING LAW SCHOOL PAPERS

GRAMMAR


You need to be mindful of punctuation, capitalizations and sentence structure. Legal writing tends to be more formal than prose or newsprint. Here are some tips of which to be mindful. 

1) Do not end a sentence with a preposition, e.g.:


"Here are some tips to be mindful of."


--- no


"Here are some tips of which to be mindful."

--- yes

2) Do not begin a sentence with "And", "But," "Because," "So." These are conjunctives which are used to link ideas within a sentence. If you need to continue or distinguish an idea, use instead, "moreover," "inasmuch as," "consequently," "as a result."

3) Do not use contractions, e.g., "won't," "shouldn't," "can't." Spell out: will not, should not, can not.

4) Do not use first person, e.g. "I" or "you" -- unless you are writing an essay. Avoid use of phrases such as "I believe" or "I think." It is presumed that if you are the author, it is your thought. If, in making a recommendation, you want to make specific attribution, then say, "this author believes that."

5) Avoid using parentheses to make side comments. Either drop it into a footnote, delete it, or include it in the sentence, separated by commas. 

6) Avoid using symbols such as "%" and "&," spell out, except in graphs or charts. It is okay to use "$." Spell out numbers up to ten; use numbers for multi-digits.

7) Avoid using rhetorical questions. Make a statement instead.

FOOTNOTES/ENDNOTES 


You should include footnotes or endnotes in all your paper to substantiate your arguments and statements. Err on the side of using more than less footnotes. This precludes any possibility of plagiarism or lifting of ideas attributed to another. A footnote may be sighted within a sentence or at the end of a sentence. Do not use one footnote to attribute source in a paragraph where you may have multiple ideas. Conform footnotes to Blue Book style, including author, title, citation, date, and page number.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Include a Bibliography at the end of your paper. The Bibliography shall be divided into the type of sources you used, e.g. treatises, cases, WWW sites, periodicals, interviews.
