The Voice of Legal Education
LAW SCHOOL PROFILES

ADVICE

BEST LAW SCHOOLS

Related Articles

LAW SCHOOL COMPARISON

LSAT

Whittier launches new experiential
curriculum

Best practical training
schools for part-time
students

University of Akron and St. Mary's defend
low merit scholarship retention rates

June 18, 2014

NYU revamps third year curriculum
UCincy, others cuts non-resident tuition

Pre-law students want legal education to
change

New Programs
Seattle U. to open Alaska satellite campus
UToledo 25th school to require clinic or
externship
Lincoln Memorial to cover costs of taking
LSAT
Washburn offers joint JD and accounting
degree
more new programs

Breaking News
No 1L students at Cooley's Ann Arbor
campus this fall
ABA approves Penn State split
Best practical training schools for part-time
students
Best Value law schools: 5 new private
schools make list
more breaking news

Insight
Who Will Lead Change in Legal Education?
Reauthorization of Higher Ed Act can bring
with it change

preLaw magazine has recognized 22 law schools as best
practical training schools for part-time students.
Schools include schools with large part-time enrollment, including
Cooley Law School with the largest part-time enrollment in the
nation, Georgetown University Law Center and George
Washington University. It also includes two schools with fewer
than 50 part-time students — Hofstra University and University of
Louisville.
preLaw magazine, which ranked the best schools for practical
training in its Spring 2014 issue, used the same criteria to assess
part-time programs. It compiled data from the American Bar
Association including the number of simulation positions filled for
part-time students, the number of faculty-supervised clinical
positions for part-time students and the number of field placement
positions filled for part-time students. It calculated a ratio to parttime enrollment for each, and then assigned a weight to each
category favoring real client-based practical training such as
clinics and externships over simulations or mock trials.
“It is great to see that some schools are taking practical training
seriously even for their part-time students,” said Jack Crittenden,
Editor In Chief of preLaw and National Jurist magazines. “But only
22 of the 97 schools with 20 or more part-time students earned
honors.”
preLaw grades schools on a traditional academic scale. Honored
schools receive an A, A-, B+, B or B-.
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The magazine will grade and rank the schools in its Back to
School edition, due out in August. Nine of the 22 schools received
better grade than they did for their full-time program, and nine
received a worse grade.
Best practical training schools for part-time students
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